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Lessons to Guide Another Dichotomous DLP Cabinet: 

Save Barbados Now! 

George C. Brathwaite 

At the 2007 Annual Delegate's Conference of the Democratic Labour Party 

(DLP), the then Leader of the Opposition, David Thompson, began his 

featured speech by invoking a few disclaimers. It was revealed that there 

were groups within civil society actively speaking out against several 

perceived ills. Freedom of expression prevailed in Barbados under the 

political sacrosanct of the Barbados Labour Party (BLP) that was being led 

by the economically acclaimed and intellectually gifted Owen Arthur, in 

spite of mounting and troublesome criticisms against the government.  

David Thompson, in his address, said then that the situation in Barbados 

had reached a stage wherein there were pronounced "signs of frustration 

and despair." Thompson goaded the public into thinking that it was 

inconceivable why the BLP had become "so indifferent and disconnected 

from the people it was elected to serve." Thompson's utterances were 

glazed in flowery language and buttered with a mischief to exploit 

weaknesses which appeared in the seemingly invincible Arthur-led team. 

The DLP, through its leader, promised to "imbue new hope and optimism" 

into Barbadians because Barbados was on a "slippery slope of division," 

and it had become infested by "stagnation and malfeasance in public 

administration." One wonders how necessary was this charade at the end 

of 2007 when now compared with those things have been evidenced this 

year at the end of 2013? 

 At the closing of  2013, there can be no comfort in hearing the official 

messages coming from the Prime Minister or ministerial statements 

presented by the Minister of Finance. There seems no ease from tough 
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economic times which for the most part, have been made worse by a series 

of untimely decisions and crass actions delivered by the Stuart-led Cabinet. 

In these precious days and moments before Christmas and New Year's 

Day, austerity measures weight down pressures on the traditional 

significance of pride and industry for the average Barbadian.  

The Barbadian public, exposed to a prolonged period of economic demise 

and societal upheaval, is frustrated with the sad news that the gift to be 

distributed by the DLP will amount to increased unemployment. This time 

the direct targets are Barbados' loyal public servants, but the measures will 

surely demoralise and cause greater anxieties among private sector 

workers and families across the country.  

In 2007, David Thompson exacerbating the thin lines between fiction and 

factual circumstances, waved his theatrical style of political chicanery to 

the people of Barbados, and they were bamboozled into making change for 

a promise of change. It may be recalled that one year earlier, there was a 

concerned Freundel Stuart complaining that he would not be party to "a 

degrading political circus" in which the elevation of Thompson would 

mean the diminution of other notable politicians. 

Thompson later painted a picture of Barbados in terms set "against the 

backdrop of widespread, national discontent - bordering on bitter anger - 

with the management of state resources and the direction" in which 

Barbados was headed. The Barbadian condition was described by 

Thompson and the DLP in terms courting malfeasance and corruption. 

This abysmal ploy ensured that a captivated populace extracted more fear 

than the real situation predicated.  The leadership of the DLP, needless to 

say, within a few months was able to snatch the imaginations and votes of 

a majority of the electorate.  
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The promises of change from DLP political platforms were sufficient to 

convince a nation that it ought to rid itself from the clutches of the Owen 

Arthur-led BLP. This was despite the noticeable gains achieved during an 

unprecedented period of social progress and sustained economic growth. 

In fact, the almost 15 years of Prime Minister Arthur's leadership showed 

that Barbados had attained lofty socio-economic heights as reflected in the 

Human Development Index ratings.  

Additionally, there were expressed laudatory statements on Barbados even 

if some suggested enviable positions in relation to Barbados' capacity for 

prosperity and economic growth. Kofi Annan felt compelled to assert that 

Barbados was a country demonstrating the capacity "to punch way above 

its body weight." Arthur and his BLP teams in those three terms were 

successful not only in terms of their evidential performances, but in the 

qualitative and quantitative data left in the wake of Barbados' national 

development between 1994 and early 2008.  

In the years after the passing of the Right Excellent Errol Walton Barrow, 

the DLP's management and decision-making, and especially under the 

direction of Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford and Finance Minister David 

Thompson, had pushed Barbados into an extreme position of significant 

economic decline, and levels of increased worker-pauperisation. 

Nonetheless, and starting in 1994, after the severe economic and political 

damage inflicted on the Barbadian people by the overawed DLP, the BLP 

set about rescuing Barbados from its woeful economic, social, and political 

conditions which were characterised by very high unemployment. In 

retrospect, it becomes clear that almost twenty years later, there are several 

dynamics around the duality of political and economic leadership positions 

pertaining in the DLP. Today, these again threaten and endanger the socio-

economic fabric of Barbados.  
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For instance and in many respects, 1991-1993 became a catalyst for future 

events, and a watershed epoch in Barbados. The sad and forlorn state of 

affairs would demand pragmatic, visionary, and effective leadership. It 

was precisely these qualitative and  superior attributes which Owen Arthur 

brought to the management of Barbados' macroeconomic affairs from 

September 1994 until January 2008. Arthur's key aims were to resuscitate 

economic growth in the Barbados  economy by creating over 30, 000 new 

jobs, attracting new foreign direct investments, and rolling back the inertia 

and impediments to good governance. Arthur's strong political leadership 

intertwined with pragmatic economic management had all but overcome 

the crippling effects of the DLP's unfavourable tenure. The Barbados 

nation-state was rescued quite convincingly by the likes of Miller, 

Eastmond, Lynch, Payne, Toppin, Marshall, Prescod, Forde, and the 

impregnable Mia Mottley alongside others comprising competent teams for 

the times.   

Arthur's economic stewardship and leadership skills were to be repeatedly 

tested in regional and international arenas. Typical examples of his acumen 

for getting things done to the benefit of Barbados' development emerged in 

Barbados' approaches and responses to the IMF, WTO, and OECD. These 

dynamics brought about disruptive changes to traditional relationships 

and practices governing Barbados' immersion as a sovereign state in the 

international trade, investment, financial, and economic systems. Both 

Barbados' successes and failures came to the fore as the end of the 20th 

century closed in. At the same time, the 21st century heralded in new 

challenges and again Arthur was on top of his game.  

One must be reminded that in PM Sandiford's '1990 Christmas Message' to 

Barbados, the usually pedantic minister would have boasted that "unlike 

other countries, we have not suffered from economic and social disruption, 

nor from political instability." This message was communicated before the 
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general elections in January of 1991, and Barbadians were soon to find out 

the true state of the country.  

PM Stuart, not far removed from possessing similar melancholic personal 

traits as compared with Sir Lloyd, delivered equally re-assuring statements 

prior to the 2013 general elections. Although the 2012 Christmas message 

was less tranquil than Sandiford's given the high deficit and flailing 

tourism sector, the DLP desperately hid more than it revealed about the 

state of the economy. 

This time around, PM Stuart's message is arguably as subdued as the 

thousands of workers whose combined fates have been threatened with 

mass unemployment beginning on January 15th. Stuart has often suggested 

throughout his occupancy of prime minister that "the world was going 

through a very difficult period," and that despite the challenges faced by 

Barbados, and "what others were facing," Barbados and Barbadians were 

"holding our own." The inspirational mouthing from Barbados' chief 

executive came before February 21st, 2013, after that date, and in the 

aftermath of the August 13th budget which was delivered by the 

ostentatious Minister of Finance, Christopher Sinckler.   

However, it is important to reflect on one of the sober but not mundane 

speeches delivered by PM Stuart since his serendipitous emergence to be 

the leader of the DLP and Barbados' 7th prime minister. The 'Independence 

Message' of 2012 is symbolic of Barbados' collective achievements since 

1966.  Meaningful and well captured by the un-phased prime minister, 

there is the implication that Barbados has been well served under 

successive governments, with the political leadership and combined 

economic managers formulating programmes that understood and 

delivered social well-being for the masses. Slumbering over a redundancy 
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for clever, if mundane, use of language and phraseology, PM Stuart 

observed that:  

At the social level, we can boast of having a Barbados that is more 

balanced and inclusive today than at any other time in our history; 

our children now have access to education from the nursery to the 

tertiary levels; enlightened legislative reforms have `massively 

expanded the rights of our women; we continue to provide for the 

care and protection of our aged; the disabled continue to benefit from 

mechanisms put in place to integrate them into the mainstream of our 

society; our social safety net continues to provide effective cover for 

the more vulnerable groups in the society; and we continue to 

provide for a secure future by making a strategic investment in our 

youth. At the economic level, we have been able over the last 46 years 

to diversify the patterns of both what we produce and what we 

consume; we have increased substantially our national output; we 

have opened career opportunities to fit the diverse talents being 

thrown up by our educational system; we have created an 

environment friendly both to the local and the foreigner who wants 

to invest; we have expanded opportunities to encourage the 

development of micro- and small businesses; and, on the whole, we 

have been fostering the development of an entrepreneurial culture in 

Barbados. At the political level, we have deepened those processes 

and strengthened those institutions that both encourage popular 

participation and guarantee the freedom of the individual. 

Since 2008, and more so after 2010, there has been macro-economic 

instability moving Barbados from a phase of relative stability towards 

stagnation. Barbados, under the management of Stuart and Sinckler, is in 

fast economic decline, and this is perpetuated with the rapid loss of 

Barbados' foreign reserves conveniently cited since March 2013.  

Perhaps belatedly, Barbados' Governor of the Central Bank, Dr. Delisle 

Worrell, conceded that by mid-2013, Barbados' "overall economic growth is 
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estimated to have contracted by 0.6 percent" with "the rate of 

unemployment" perilously perched at "11.5 percent" at end the end of 

March whilst tourism took another year of misdirection from the Minister 

in charge, and blows which show that "long-stay visitor arrivals decreased 

by 7 percent for the first six months of the year and earnings fell 3 percent" 

in 2013.  

In June 2013, after another of Stuart's historical realisations once shaken 

from his predictable slumber, Dr. Worrell stated for the record regarding 

the Barbados dollar and the foreign reserves that:  

The Barbados dollar is very safe. If you look at the chart of our 

reserves over the periods since the crisis you will see that the level 

has remained in the neighbourhood of when we started. The two 

hundred million that we have lost have not significantly eroded that 

cushion. What is more, we have taken prompt measures to redress 

that situation. Within weeks the government has acted, consulting 

the social partnership. We have shared information on the magnitude 

of the problem, and as we speak the government is in discussions 

also with the social partnership, with a view to determining what are 

the adequate measures that will redress that situation.  

 

Embedded within numerous of PM Stuart's messages before and during 

the February 21st, 2013 general election campaign, the continuous 

messages from officialdom were clear, leading Barbadians to believe that in 

spite of tough economic circumstances, Barbados was stable and possessed 

ample foreign reserves with no imminent threat of devaluation. One would 

recall that by December of 1990, Sandifords' appeals for trust from the 

Barbados public sector and citizens were sugar-coated with political graft. 

The DLP's assurances swamped the electorate just prior to the 1991 general 

elections but these assurances would later erupt into national frustration 

and societal disgust. For example, Sandiford was to plainly state that the 
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Barbados 'economy was batting like Sir Garfield Sobers' but after the voting 

was done, there was the gross consequence of an 8 percent salary cut 

against public servants. The DLP's mismanagement of the Barbados 

economy had gutted the foundations of Barbados' main resource - the 

people.  

At that time, devaluation of the dollar was a glaring probability. Barbados 

was to further become imperilled by the widespread layoffs of workers in 

both the public and private sectors. Roland Craigwell and Warner 

contended that the "net job loss during the 1991-1993 period  was 4, 100 in 

the public sector and 3, 100 in the private sector." Many would argue that 

there was political deception by the DLP occasioned by the misinformation 

presented on Barbados' economy just prior to those 1991 general elections. 

Barbados is on the cusp of economic collapse and the various stakeholders 

are calling for cooperation and non-partisan approaches in the national 

interest. It is a pity that neither government nor capital have taken the time 

to define for the people what precisely entails the national interest. A vivid 

understanding of the Westminster style of government predictably 

obfuscates the political parties from hardly advancing anything beyond 

consultation. The onus remains with the executive chosen by Freundel 

Stuart.  

Nonetheless, it is clear that Arthur's decisiveness to finance and economy 

had propelled Barbados into being the number one developing country in 

the world by 2007. Although several circumstances have changed since 

then, there remains some rudimentary exercises that the Cabinet of 

Barbados must mount in order to stave off the worst of an increasingly bad 

situation. The necessary political will by PM Stuart has not been 

forthcoming, and with the double-speak that comes from the DLP Cabinet 

there is the likelihood of further uncertainties.  
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If Barbados is to survive and recover, then from the workers' perspective, 

capital cannot dictate to the trade unions anymore than can the Cabinet of 

Barbados continue to bash its critics. Too many decisions have been left 

unattended, and when made, there arises an implementation deficit that 

prevails in the corridors of Bay Street based upon whether there is political 

mileage to be gained or leverage to be lost by the DLP.  

Hence, for all the talk of a tri-partite relationship among government, 

capital, and labour there has to be untrammelled accountability, enhanced 

transparency, timely consultation, and participatory democracy. According 

to Erskine Sandiford, "democracy in Barbados cannot and must not mean a mere 

moment in a polling station once every five years. Our citizens must, from day to 

day and from week to week, receive facts, opinions, comment and interpretation of 

public affairs and must also be encouraged to express their opinions. That is what 

participatory democracy is all about." These and only these political tools can 

forge lines of inclusion and mutual respect among the stakeholders. It will 

take politics and firm political strategies and decisions to re-position 

Barbados. Through participatory democracy, Barbadians will come to 

clearly understand and accept what are the condiments that absolutely 

determine the national interest.  

There can be no more unabated intolerance from the Stuart-led 

government. To crack heads, shoot at people, or in any other format shut 

down critical or protesting voices will give the IMF and other international 

institutions the choke hold they require to devalue the Barbados dollar. 

Instability occasioned by increasing unemployment which soars above 20 

percent once again, together with high crime rates will push this fair land 

of Barbados to the brink of social calamity while experiencing certain 

economic quagmire. 
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According Sandiford, "capital needs stable areas in which to invest" and 

there must be "sources of financial inflows" coming to the various sectors in 

Barbados. This fact is indicative that the DLP, by the very admission of the 

Minister of Finance, has failed miserably to arrest situations in which the 

livelihoods and homes of Barbadians are being ripped apart. Sinckler was 

sufficiently bold to acknowledge that "on the current trajectory, with the 

revenue declining at the rate that it currently is and with reductions in 

expenditure not being experienced at a similar rate, the projected deficit at 

the end of the financial year 2013-2014 would likely be above last year’s." 

And if, as has been suggested by Mascoll, Mottley, Arthur, and other BLP 

spokespersons, that the national economy at the end of 2012 was smaller 

than at the end of 2007, heaven help Barbados should the DLP continue to 

mismanage the national economy beyond 2013-2014. Save Barbados now! 

 


