
ISRAEL The Vine  the Fig  and the Olive tree.

TEXT Habakkuk 3:17 – 
 Although the   fig tree   shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the   vines; the labour of the   olive
shall fail,

Notice three horticultural symbols - The Vine, the Fig, and the Olive tree.

I guess all of us are familiar with Romans chapter 9, 10 , 11, which speaks about Israel’s past, 
present, and future, respectively.

We see here three  horticultural symbols in connection with Israel that are linked with the Lord’s
coming. The Vine, the Fig and the Olive tree.

The Vine – chapter 9 of Romans – dealing with Israel’s past, 

The Fig – chapter 10 of Romans – dealing with Israel’s present condition, Israel and the gospel 
and her reaction to it. 

The fig tree was a picture of unbelieving Israel, a people who showed great religious zeal but in 
reality – there was no fruit for God, hence she has been set aside temporarily, and finally

The Olive – chapter 11 dealing with Israel’s future, where branches will be grafted in again. 
(Rom 11)

Now for our reading this morning please turn to John chapter 15 – 1-6

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 

purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 

no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 

cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

Here we get the Vine,  and at the present time the testimony for God is Christ as the Vine.



Matthew chapter 24:32-36

Here we get the fig tree as a sign of the coming again of our Lord Jesus.

Romans chapter 11:22-26 – Here we get the Olive tree.

Now we all have these beautiful horticultural symbols in connection with the land in which we 
were born. Now as far as Israel is concerned, they have three symbols - first of all the vine, then 
the fig and then the olive and these three horticultural symbols are very important teachings 
connected with them and, now as far as the vine is concerned- we see many references in the O.T
scriptures. The vine was used as a symbol for Israel. 

 In Isaiah chapter 5: 1-7 – describes Israel’s past, they were elected and redeemed by God, made
as a testimony for God. 

Israel was the vine brought out of Egypt and planted in the Land.

God had it in mind that Israel be His testimony among the surrounding nations – 

unfortunately, that was not a success, it was a complete failure.

For example – Jonah – is an example of what happened to the nation of Israel as far as their 
public testimony is concerned.

Instead of bearing grapes. It brought forth wild grapes.

If you turn to the 80th Psalm (8-16) – there is a lovely picture there- of Israel as the vine but 
unfortunately when we read down that lovely psalm – we read that vine that have been brought 
out of Egypt and planted in the land was none other than Israel.

 If we read in Mathew 21:33-43 - there our Lord talks about a vineyard – there were  certain men
that were in charge of it – it was the leaders –the representative leaders of the nation of Israel.  
But you remember what the Lord said – that when a messenger was sent to that vineyard, they 
refuse to listen – and the Lord of the vineyard He send one messenger after another and some 
they killed and others they persecuted and at the end -He said – I will send my - own Son –but 
when the Son came to the vineyard – they said – this is the heir to the vineyard – come let us kill
Him – and the vineyard shall be ours – and the Lord – He told them what would happen – The 
Lord said – as a result of that -the vineyard would be taken from them and given to a nation that 
would bear the fruit thereof – so that is a little outline of Israel as the vine, in the O.T scriptures.

But the plain fact is that Israel as the vine – the vine for God – miserably failed – 

Israel was meant to be "the choicest vine" (Is 5.2) and "a noble vine" (Jer 2.21), but only Christ 
fulfils these descriptions.



That brings us to John chapter 15 – The Lord Jesus in the upper room – just before He went to 
the cross – He said – “I am the true vine” – the Genuine vine – 

Now here is the change of dispensation – God has set the nation of Israel aside as His public 
testimony, here below – but the Lord says - I am the true vine and– My Father is the 
Husbandman – He takes   the place   of failing Israel and those who are linked to Him as branches 
in the Vine can claim to be God’s testimony on earth today.

Now when we look at the passage – we can see here that God is doing something different – 

He is taking up another testimony and I believe that testimony is the church of God at the 
present time you will find that there are three different branches that the Lord speaks about in the
Vine.

Here we see three types of branches mentioned

First of fall there is a fruitless branch, secondly a fruitful branch and thirdly there is a withered 
branch.

Any branch in me that beareth not fruit – He taketh it away – vs 2

what do you think that means – every branch in me  that beareth not fruit – He taketh it away – 

is it possible that any person who is a real believer – born again – put their faith and trust in 
Christ – and there is absolutely no fruit whatsoever in their life for God – – a carnal Christian –
a person that lives from day today for themselves – and while being a believer but at the same 
time immersed in the world and there is no fruit for God in their lives – and term used here is – 
He taketh it away -  

I believe what we get here is – a person who is taken home to heaven prematurely – discipline –

Example -Corinth – the apostle Paul, he had warned the church at Corinth – of some who were 
there – the members of the local church – and weren’t recognizing the fact that they were sitting 
at the Lord’s Table – and Paul had to say – for this reason many are weak and sickly among you 
and many asleep. Vs 30 of 1 Cor 11. God had to take them away pre-maturely on account of the 
life that they were living. 

 By the way - it is not the case at all of losing their soul but there is nothing for God in their 
lives and therefore God in His compassion and also God in His judgment – 

He removes that person and takes them home to heaven - before their time - and that can happen 



but I want to caution you – dearly beloved – if you ever hear of anyone who is suddenly taken 
away – Never – never allow to go to your mind that – a person has been taken away because God
has used discipline upon them- you leave that to God 

So as far as these things are concerned – leave it to God but - it is possible that every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit, He taketh it away, 

Now - if you look at that word – He taketh away – you will find out the word that is used here 
for taketh away -that - it occurs over100 times in the N.T  and then 40 times the word is 
translated as – to elevate – or to lift up, so there is a double meaning here, a twofold meaning.

The first operation in the cultivation of vine – as soon as it begins to bud and spread – 

It can’t stand up by itself and a little trestle is made so that when the fruit comes – it can be 
surrounded by air and heat and the sunshine and the fruit can be brought forth the first thing that 
he does is to -elevate it – lift it up - out of the dirt and out of all the different enemies that the 
vine will have –

So, I think it can have this secondary  interpretation of the word – every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit He taketh it away or else He elevates it or lift it up. 

Now the second one - is Fruitful branch – vs 2.

Every branch in me that   beareth fruit, He purgeth it that it may bear more fruits. 

That word purgeth it can also have a twofold meaning – one – it could mean to wash or to spray 
– cleansing. 

Second - it could also mean to prune.When it is pruned then it brings forth fruits. 

This morning I am awfully thankful that my Father is the Husbandman and the person that holds
the knife, My dearly beloved – this morning if you feel the knife – the pruning knife in your life 
– and I am supposed most of us in one time or the other have felt that pruning process – it is not 
a nice process; it is not an easy process – some of you are feeling that process right now.

 But we do thank God – the one that holds the knife is my Father – my Father is the 
Husbandman – He is the one that holds the pruning knife. 

always at the object of bringing fruit - out of my life 

and then of course the spraying and washing – and 

we need to be cleansed by His word.



Now   if you ask an expert – what would be the best fertilizer for a vine – 

the very best fertilizer for a vine is  blood. 

My beloved - it speaks volume – 

So, there the second one is – the vine that is bearing fruit – 

He prunes it, He washes it, He sprays it - that it may bring forth more fruits.

Now the third one - here is what is called - the withered branch. Vs 6.

If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered

and there He speaks of a branch that is not bearing fruit.

we read that it is a withered branch and we read that men gathered them and cast them into the 
fire, and they are burned.

This branch that was once joined to the vine, 

let me remind you – what is being taught here is public testimony,

What do you think that mean – 

let me put it this way – what we find here is a man who once had a testimony, and something 
happens in their lives and the testimony is gone. 

You know that kind of a thing is happening at the present time very frequently. 

Men who once had tremendous testimony either in the gospel or in the ministry of the word – 

something happens in their lives and as far as their public testimony is concerned - it’s gone – 

they are no longer able to standup with the book in their hand – 

you get a good example of that in the life of Lot. 

Was Lot a real believer – if we only had Genesis 19 – we would wonder – 

Story of Lot

you remember when Lot started to witness - to his son’s in law concerning the disaster, 

the catastrophe that was about to happen to Sodom and Gomorrah, he seemed as one that 
mocked

His testimony was gone- even to his sons in law – 



Because he was in the wrong place – he was a man that was  righteous –

We read in the 2nd epistle of peter that Lot was a righteous man and he vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day by the things that he saw and heard- 

He was a good man in the wrong place. 

His testimony was gone, 

the weathered branch

 we read – men gathered them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 

Example -

The dangers of old age – when we look at the word of God and see what has happened – 

men who had been a testimony for God  - at the end of their life – what an awful, awful record 
we find – 

you think for instance of Noah – at the end of his life we find him drunk and lying exposed. 

You find Gideon at the end of his life; he has an idol there – 

Think of Solomon in the book of kings – there is a little paragraph – we wish it were not there – 

Solomon- the man of peace – 

And at the end of his life there is a little paragraph – that describes what happened to him at the 
end of his life –

 sad, sad story – the dangers of old life. 

And what we get here within the withered branch

I believe is a man who once had a testimony for God, but something happened and then his 
testimony is gone

and no longer able to stand up with the book in his hand and to be a testimony for God. 

The fact that what we get here today is that Israel   failed as the vine to be a   public testimony   for 
God 

and vineyard is being handed over to the present era and the Lord Jesus Himself tells us in John 
chapter 15 



And that we have the responsibility today of taking care of the vineyard and taking care of 
ourselves - and not only that

but be a testimony for God right to the very end of the journey. 

So, here is the vine – so what we get here is not   salvation, that is John chap 10 – the eternal 
security of a believer – 

what we get here is public testimony for God  where Israel failed – 

today we have that responsibility – being a testimony for God until the Lord Jesus Christ comes 
for us.

Now the second is the fig – The National life of Israel.

Again, we turn to different passages in the N.T we find the fig speaks of the national life of the 
people of Israel – their national life –

I want to remind you of a few dates in the life of Israel.

we know what happened to nation of Israel in AD 70 – those that have been a testimony for 
God. – They rejected Him,

they crucified the Messiah and 40 years after the crucifixion – 

you remember they lost their sovereignty and their nation ceased to exist in AD 70 and almost 
2000 years

they were without a country,

they were without a temple, no priesthood,  no sacrifices

but then we read here in Mat chapter 24 – vs 32

when you see the fig tree   put on its   green leaf – the fig tree – put on its green leaf - what does it 
mean?

When the nation of Israel begins to show signs of life – you will know that these things are 
going to come to pass.

 it represents Israeli’s national sovereignty as a nation and that happened in the early part of the 
twentieth century. 



Let us look at some of the time line.

History of  Modern day Israel

1895, Theodor Herzl, the man who founded the Zionist movement or the idea of Israel being 
back into their own land, he is credited as the father of the state of Israel.  

November 1917 – First world war – the British Government issued the Balfour Declaration

I want to mention a little bit about – this British General Lord Allenby – The head of the British 
force stationed in Egypt. 

Jerusalem by itself is a fantastic study -

Here are some of the details of what happened – here was general Allenby on his knees in his 
little tent – 

he had taken his troops right up into the land and surrounded the city – 

but he did not want to open up with his Artillery on that Holy City, the city of God – Jerusalem 
is known as the city of God.

he had the fear of God in his heart – and he was on his knees in his tent praying to God.

King George the V – he sends a telegram back to General Allenby – This what he said –

“Man consult your Master” 

he didn’t want to give him an order to open up with his artillery on that holy city – man consult 
your Master – 

when Allenby received that telegram – that very day – he looked outside his tent, and he saw a 
flag party coming – 

coming out to surrender the city.

General Allenby –entered the city on foot as he received the surrender of Jerusalem without 
firing a single shot. 

God intervenes. 

There are several other great men that I have not mentioned. …..

Then on May 14, 1948 – David Ben-Gurion – The first prime minister of Israel - he stood up and
proclaimed Israel as a sovereign state for the first time in 2000 years. 

Then on June 1967 – the 6-day war, a modern miracle, a tremendous victory, cannot go into the 
details, 



the divided city of Jerusalem was reunited 

then

On its 70th anniversary (December 6 2017), US President Donald J Trump announced Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel, 128 countries voted against that decision.

You think the hand of God wasn’t behind that – I believe it was. 

Israel is the only country that was forced out and then came back.

The fig tree (2)- has put on its green leaf – 

The fig tree is back in the land. God is moving.

Vs 33 of Mat 24. 

Luke 21:28

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; (don’t be 
discouraged) for your   redemption   draweth nigh.

That is the greatest sign that we have today that the Lord’s coming is near –

My dearly beloved – that is our hope – 

and when we see these signs – these things that are happening every where not only 
economically, politically, socially, religiously – everything that is happening today 

– it seems that the stage is being set – for the coming again of Christ. 

We are heading up for a crisis – and that crisis we believe – is the Lord from heaven – yes

He is coming again, 

lot of people are blind to these things and they think that we are living in a terrible day, 

but they don’t realize that everything that is happening today is pointing to the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

First of all, the vine, then, the fig tree, and finally the olive. The question is - 

Is God thru with Israel   - 



You know some of the dear brethren and they say that we the church – that we are the inheritors 
of all the covenant promises of the O.T and that Israel has been sent away – 

that they will never be a restoration for the nation of Israel, 

some people teach that Israel never will be restored to a covenantal relationship with Jehovah – 

that is not the teaching of the Holy Scripture. 

All that we need to look at that three great dispensational passages in Romans chapter 9,10, and 
11. 

In Romans 9 we get the vine, in romans 10 we get the fig tree but in romans 11 we get the olive 
tree 

and that olive tree on account of sin, and Israel’s departure from God, the branches were broken 
off, and we were grafted in, that is the church of God – Rom 11

but when the church is removed, i.e. the rapture of the church or when fulness of the gentiles 
come in – 

then Israel will be taken again and grafted into that old tree – Rom 11:17 - that is where the 
Olive tree comes in - 

And will bear fruit for God in the coming day – time wouldn’t suffice to go into that process. 

You know, they have to go thru the time of Jacob’s trouble during the tribulation – 

Christ is coming for that and thank God when He comes at the appearing after dealing with  His 
enemies

He will turn to Israel and they will look at Him and say – what are these wounds in thine hands,
and then He shall answer – those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends – 

All the Jews that are left will go into deep mourning, -

Zec12;10.

They will get down before Him, they will acknowledge their sin, they will truly repent, not only 
as a nation, but individually – they will repent of their sin that they have committed, and the 
nation will be born in a day and will be restored to a covenantal relationship with Jehovah. 

Is there a hope for Israel, is there a future for Israel – Zec chap 9- to chap 14, gives the answer.

There is a wonderful future for Israel at His appearing, a glorious future for Israel when His 
feet shall stand upon the mount of olives – Zec14.



First – when the church is complete which is referred to as the “fullness of the Gentiles” Rom 
11:25, when the church is complete and taken up to heaven –

Then the natural branches will be grafted in again and God will have a testimony in the coming 
day.

So here we get the three horticultural symbol – we find a tremendous body of teaching connected
with them.  

First of all, the vine - public testimony, 

then the fig  - the national life of Israel, 

then the olive tree  – Israel will be taken up again and   grafted   into that old tree 

Thank God one day God will take them up again and use them as His testimony in the tribulation
days and it covers the whole period of the first and second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Maranatha, the Lord is coming.


